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The sources from Rayalaseerna indicate that from
the contemporary view of the knowledge exhibited in
agriculture by the Telugu peasants was well developed. This
is dear from the scientific classification of arable lands on
the basis of soil, situation, availability of artificial irrigation.
Such a knowledge was utilized by the Vijayanagara
government in fixing assessment for different kinds of arable
lands.

Panta Polalu was the term used in the sources to
describe the arable lands in general. The term indicates the
actual land under the plough. Pantapolalu2, Kshetram3 or
Chenu4 were local terms used in Rayalaseerna areas. Chenu
in general sense is a field. They included wet lands, dry
lands and garden lands.

The wet lands were known as Taribhumi1. These
lands were irrigated by tanks and canals, Rayalaseema was
watered by two important rivers, namely the Tungabhadra
and the Peonar. These two rivers had also many tributaries.
Among them mention may be made of Chftravati, Kushatvati,
Papagni, Sagilferu, Cheyyeru, Gunjana, Pincha/Pateru. There
were small rivers [ike, Kaundinya, Suvamamukhi, Bahuda,

Kalyani, Hagiri and Tadakaleru. The lands fed by these rivers

?

were also known as Taribhumi1 or Niraramba.
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